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20AcreBigBox Slated
For Patuxent Wetlandsd!

AnneArundel County permitting authoritiesarereview- FIHESSs
ing plansfor amajor construction siteintheflood plainof &
the Little Patuxent River. The proposed sitefor anew ==&
Wal-Mart isin Crofton near theintersection of Routes3 = 24—
and 450 near the border of Prince Georges and Anne =&¢

Arundel Counties. Crofton residentshavebeenvehement

intheir opposition to the proposed “ Big-Box” project ol el "1.; ﬂnﬁ *%
decryingtraffic concerns, livability andenvironmenta im-  Proposed site for the new Walmart to be built in
pact onthe nearby Patuxent River aswell concernsabout Crofton off Route 3.

theWa-Mart’snationd reputation for predatory and non-
community friendly business practices. The Crofton pro-
posa calsfor fillingin current wetlands, flood plainsand

areasrichingreen space, flora, faunaand dwindling as-

setsinour fast urbanizing region. Thedated building site : Index of features :
isdotted with marsh ponds, water lilies, skunk cabbage | I
and sub-tributariesof the Little Patuxent River very near j Crofton Walmart po-1 4
the Patuxent National WildlifeRefuge. Theapplicantpro- | Patuxent River Sojourn Pg-2 |
posesto crestea20-acresite, withamassiveparkinglot | Patuxent Roughnecks pg.3 |
and aretainingwall by importing many tonsof fill dirtto  IWild and Scenic pg. 4 1
bringthegradeof thelowlandsuptotheleve of thenearby  INational River Clean Up pg.5 |
Statehighway. Patuxent Riverkeeper rgjectsthisform of IPatuxent Summit planned pg. 5 I
land useintheflood plan of theriver with so many pos- IM eet the ESOL Learners pg. 6 1
sible adverse consequencesfor downstream pollution. It Upcoming Events pg. 7 :
ISinappropriateto permit usesin the sensitiveriver corri- jPatrol Boat News pg.7 |
dor tothissort of high impact devel opment. The current 1GUided Kayak Trips 00.7 1
proposal threatensto bombard the envel ope of theriver IChalk Point Tour g. s |
with theravagesof bulldozers, concretefootings, mac- I i ) Pg. I
adam, acres of impervioussurfaces, andlaying ruintoa 2000 Legislative Session Pg. 8 I
vital chink in the greenway that stretches down the |M63t the Rlyerkeeper Board I
Patuxent from North to South. Citizensand environmen- of Directors pg. 104

tal activistsareexploring avariety of waystoeitherredi- JWhat isthe Riverkeeper Plan?  pg. 12
rect thisproject to amore suitable siteor improvethe ln mm mm mm mm - - - - - - - - - -
environmental meritsof it. Want to know more? http://

www.petitiononline.com/crftnlst/petition.html.



Spirit of the Sojourn Award

The Spirit of the Sojourn Award recognizesan individua and/or group who hasdedicated significant timeto
the protection and restoration of the Patuxent River and itsresources. ThisareaincludesAnneArundel,
Calvert, Charles, Howard, Prince George's, and St. Mary’scounties.

Weare seeking requestsfor asingle person and for agroup (civic, business, schoal, etc) that demonstrates
acommitment toimproving the Patuxent River. [nkeeping withthespirit of the Patuxent River Sojourn, we
would likethe nomineeto bean* unsung hero” whose behind-the-sceneskind of work hasnot been fully
recognized. Itisthiskind of dedication to the Patuxent that we aim to highlight during the week of the
Sojourn, June 15-20, 2006.

Thelndividual and Group winnerswill be presented with their avardsand asked to shareafew wordsat the
Sojourn on Monday evening, June19™. If youwould liketo make anomination, please send abrief write-
up (1-2 paragraphs) detailing the nominee’ s contribution to the Patuxent, and why they would be deserving
of theaward. Deadlinefor nominations has been extended to June 5, 2006.

For moreinformation or to send nominationscontact theAlliancefor the ChesapeakeBay: 6600 York Rd,
Suite 100, Baltimore MD 21212 or Fax 410 377 7144; or e-mail Kate Dowling at:

kdowling@ach-online.org. Tw ] "";,:

2006 Patuxent Sojourn Itinerary

Join usfor aday or for several dates.
Register early! www.acb-online.org

Day 1: Thursday June 15, King's L anding Kick-off
Registration, car shuttle, dinner, safety briefing, Rockfish concert

Day 2: Friday June 16, King'slanding to Eagle Harbor (3.5 Miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, paddle, lunch, Wise Oak Farm, Eagle Harbor, dinner, evening entertainment

Day 3: Saturday June 17, Eagle Harbor/Charles Co to Indian Creek (5.75 miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, tree planting at Eagle Harbor, tour of Mirant facilities, camp, dinner,
Riverkeeper talk, owl prowl

Day 4: Sunday June 18 Indian Creek to Patuxent Camp Sites (TBD) at Jack’s Bay (8.25
miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, lunch, “Terrapin Talk”, storytelling, dinner, local history and archeol ogy

Day 5: Monday June 19 Jack’s Bay to Greenwell Park (7.5 miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, lunch, dinner, “ Spirit of the SojournAward” , legidators meet and greet and evening
entertainment

Day 6: Tuesday June 20, Final Paddle from Greenwell to Jeffer son Patter son Park (2 miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, Jefferson Patterson lab tour



Patuxent Roughnecks. River Gladiatorsget down and dirty!

The Patuxent Roughnecksisanew crew of volunteersworking on specia river projectsto improve
paddle navigation and fish passage on the Patuxent River. The crew meetsperiodically to remove snags
and blockagesthat haveimpaired thefreeflowing qualities of

| theriver. Thefirst tripwork tripwasMay 14, 2006 and others
| are planned throughout the year river, levels and weather
' | permitting. Safety concernsarefirst, and ecological concerns
areaclose second. The Roughneckstry to find waysto clear
blockageswithout negetiveimpact to the surrounding ecology.
Patuxent Riverkeeper hasbeenworkingwith marinebiologists
and othersto devel op practi cesthat avoid added erosion, loss
of spawning habitat, and other adverse consequencesthat could
occur without careand prudence. Many snagsintheriver, while
Chip Walsh surveying the firstoftwo | Nuisancesto paddlers, serveashatcheriesand habitat for marine
blockages. life. Yet, stalled areas of theriver havelost their vitality and

oxygenization by becoming stagnant at low water and binding theforces of theriver into dead pools.
Roughneckslivewith thereality that working with trapped hydraulic forces, massivefallen treesand
complex snagsisajob for peoplewith patience, skill and who arein good physica condition.

Thefirst generation of Roughnecksincludesateam that

looks more like Gladiatorsthan Environmentalists. A motley . —
collection of peoplein bush hats, neoprenewet suitsand chest : 2
waders, knee pads, PFD’s, sunblock, work gloves and other
itemstypical of aneoriver warrior. Roughneckscomein all
sizes, both genders, all walksof lifeand with many specialties.
Someare SURVEY ORSAND PLANNERSwho areinvolved ¥y
insurveying and researching themapping, trails, snags, andtaking |-

thetimeto strategize the best and most ecologically soundand [
safemethod of freeing up asection of theriver. Othersgravitate
toward RIGGING They work with ropes, chains, block and | pranches of a tree blocking the river.

tackleand other devicesto securelogsor obstructions, haul items
out of theriver and provide safety team back-up for thoseworking inboatsor actualy intheriver. Lastly
arethe SAWY ERSthisincludes peoplewho “nip” branchesfrom boatsin thewater, straddlelogs, use
bow saws, pry barsand other toolsaswell asattach rigging to obstructions.

One of thejoysof being aRoughneck isfinding ingenious solutionswith other peoplewholike
being outdoorsand on theriver. Roughneckswork hard and get lotsof exercise! They get to honetheir
reflexes, the ability to hike, climb, (swim), and use hand tools. They a so get to see areas of uncanny
beauty and placesrardly visited by humans. Sure, Roughnecksoccasionally skin knuckles, get scratched
with briarsand carry achesand painsinto the next day. But al invariably havethe satisfaction of seeing
immediateresultsfromtheir hard work. Thereissomething dmaost magica about transforming adark and
stagnant section of river into ababbling brook once again, literaly buzzing with positiveionsflowing
down river. Patuxent Riverkeeper is developing benefits for active Roughnecks such as training
opportunities, freeuse of Riverkeeper kayaks, t-shirts, cookoutsand more. Upcoming summer tripswill
feature BBQ lunchesontheriver alariverside Hibachi. Stay tuned.

The next workday will be Saturday, June 10th at 10am. Wewill meet at the parking areaof
the Family Deli near the Rt 214 bridgein Upper Marlboro. For moreinformation or to RSV P contact
Lauren Webster at: 301-249-8200 x6 or L auren@paxriverkeeper.org



Patuxent Wild and Scenic

In 2002 the Patuxent River Commission solicited the support of all seven countiesthat
connect to the Patuxent River for a study of the Patuxent’s eligibility for the National Park
Service's Wild and Scenic designation. There are
i currently no federally-designated riversin the state
- of Maryland, athough the State Scenic and Wild
designation sometimes causes confusion. The Federd
Wild and Scenic program forecloses federal action
. that may degradethe significant and delineated natura
Hx = ~ by | resources (_)f the river. Also, Federally de_si gnated
s gl ﬂ"ﬁ- r' .| riversrequire a management plan for the river that
: ~ balances the interests of the various stakeholders
while protecting the resource. Stakeholders work
cooperatively to implement the plan. Nearly
two years ago, the Patuxent River Commission was
unable to determine how to proceed with the study
project without incurring the vehement opposition of those on the Commission and otherswho
considered theinitiative an attempt to “federalize” theriver. Opposition stalled further review
and public discussion of the pros and cons of embarking on the study process. Patuxent
Riverkeeper believes the study process aone has proved its worth on countless other rivers
around the country and hasfound no evidence of harm to farmers, landowners or anyoneelseon
riversthat currently havethisdesignation. At any rate, wefedl the broader community of citizens
who care about the Patuxent River should have achanceto learn more about the Wild and Scenic
designation and decide for themselves whether to support it.

American Rivershas produced a19-minutefilm entitled “Voices of the River,” featuring
discussions with landowners, farmers and others living and working on federally-designated
riverswhose future stakein the watershed depends on having clean water, aswell asindividuals
who recreate on the designated rivers. Patuxent Riverkeeper is hosting ascreening of thefilm
on two upcoming datesin Southern M D with an added date to be announced in the northern part
of thewatershed later. Screening dates. Lexington Park Branch Library, St Mary’s County, on
July 24, 2006 at 7pm and Prince Frederick Branch Library, Calvert County, on September 5,
2006 at 6:30pm. Extra DVD copies of the film will be available for a modest fee. For more
Information about thisoutreach initiative contact the Riverkeeper at: info@paxriverkeeper.org.

i

Tree Planting Volunteer s Needed

There are till treesin the Grow-out Station. If you or your
group are interested in atree planting we can provide the trees
and find alocation. The trees are ready to find a permanent
home near the Patuxent River. For more information contact
|_auren Webster at:301-249-8200 x 6 or
auren@paxriverkeeper.org




October Patuxent Summit Planned
Preservation | ssuesarethe Focus

TheAnnual Patuxent Appreciation Day (PRAD) celebration in Solomon’sldand began over 20
yearsago asan event to rai se awareness about the Patuxent as an annual touchstoneto the need
to preservetheriver. The event usually includesinformation booth, music, food, competitions,
waterfront attractions and aparade. Now, organizers of PRAD have added an additional day to
the event to provide aforum for citizens, legisators, students, policymakers from the entire
Patuxent River corridor to convene and explore progress, solutions and strategies to protect
the health of the Patuxent. The planning team includes members of the State’s Patuxent River
Commission, Morgan State University’ s Estuarian Research L aboratory, Chesapeake Biological
L abs, Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission, Patuxent Riverkeeper and many others.
“PRAD 2006” will on Columbus Day Weekend with the Patuxent Summit events on October
6" 2006 at the Calvert Marine Museum. For more information visit the Calvert Marine
Museum’sweb site www.cal vertmarinemuseum.com; or Patuxent River Commission web site
http://www.mdp.state.md.us/info/patux.htm.

River Sawyer sWanted

Beforethere was el ectricity and before chain saws, the workhorse on the American Frontier

was the two-man cross cut saw. Theillustrious history of this hard working tool is closely

associated with nameslike Abe Lincoln, and many otherswho felled treesand built America

asweknow it-- with their bare hands. Now, hereisyour chanceto learn how to apply muscle

and skill to the challenge of notching logs using thishighly effectiveand al but forgotten art.

Strong shoulders, asense of team work and thewillingnessto get dirty. That’sall it takesto
bring back afreeflowingriver. Any takers?!
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L ocal Group Participatesin
TheNational River Clean Up Week

On Saturday, May 13, 2006 a group from Howard
‘| County, lead by Sue Mangan, cleaned a section of the
Little Patuxent River at the Bollman Truss Bridge in
Savage, Maryland. The event was registered asaNa-
1| tional River Clean Up Week site. The 11 volunteers
worked for several hoursto remove nearly 200 pounds
of trash from theriver, primarily bottlesand cans. The
T e et f|_ nd Qf theday wasatraintire. T_hey plan to clean other
the Little Patuxent River during theclean sitesinthe Howard County areain thelate summer and

early fall. Patuxent Riverkeeper will send notice of
future cleanups.



LATINO RIVER VOICES

Editor’snote: We have found that people from many lands are among the users of our parksand
natural resourcesbut are under-represented in the citizen’smovement to protect theenvironment. The
Patuxent Riverkeeper English asa Second Language (ESOL ) Program strivesto teach Englishwhile
discussing environmental issuesand improvingintercultural communication on the Patuxent River. Among
the goalsareto provide auseful service, and to make our preservation programs moreinclusive.
Silvestre Cadtilloimmigrated to the United States about four years ago from the Dominican Republic.
Heand hisfamily now livein Gaithersburg, Maryland and Silvestre hasbeen aparticipant inthe
Patuxent Riverkeeper ESOL Program since

February 2006. Followingisaninterview with & "

Silvestre, ' W

Paxriverkeeper: Some people think that
Latinosaremore prone tolitter inthewatershed
than others. Isthereany truthtothis?

Silvestre: Yes— alittlebit. The problemisthe
level of education. Sometimes some of the
immigrantsare not very educated. Also, inour
countries, they don’t enforceenvironmenta laws.
Often, neither thegovernment nor the peoplecare
about not littering.

Members of the Patuxent Riverkeeper ESOL

Paxriver keeper: What kind of environmental Program kayaking on the Patuxent River.

sengitivity or education wasinyour own upbringing?

Silvestre: | grew up going to private school and there they taught me about not littering and about
taking careof theenvironment. A very common sayinginthe Dominican Republicis, “If youwant tobe
areal woman or man, you haveto haveachild, plant atree and writeabook.”

Paxriver keeper : If we wanted to involve more Spanish speakersin the movement to protect the
environment, what are some possiblewayswe could do this?

Silvestre: (1)Increasethelevel of people’ sawareness about the environment and the consequences
of not taking care of the environment. (2) Make people aware of thelaws. Many Dominicans, who
vigttheU.S, returntotheD.R. and say that they saw asign that said “ $250 finefor littering.” They are
very impressed by thisbecauseit isavery strong statement. They would not litter if it weregoing to
cost them $250!

Paxriver keegper : Arethere certain messagesor themesabout the environment that might be especidly
appedingtoLatinos?

Silvestre: Therewasa(TV) commercid inthe Dominican Republicinthe 1980’ sthat had everybody
talking. Thisishow itwent: A buspullsup and trash startsflying out of one of thewindows. A banana
pedl, cups, wrappers, more and morethingsfly out thewindow until, finaly, the person comesout and
heiswearingapig’'smask. Thecommercia endswith saying, “ Teniaque ser un puerco (It hadtobea
pig)!” After seeingthat, peoplewould call litterers“pigs’. It wasavery astronginsult, so people
wouldn’t litter becausethey didn’t want someoneto call themapig.

continued on pg 7



continued from pg 6

Paxriverkeeper: Isthere a cultural bias against
involvementinenvironmental causesingrained insome
L atino societies?

Silvestre: Thisisavery big question becauseL atin
America is 23 countries, but in the Dominican
Republic | don’t think thereisanegativetendency
toward theenvironment. Talking about my country,
the attitude is positive. The only problem isthat
sometimes the rules that need to be followed go
against subsistence. So, sometimes campesinos
(farmworkers), who are very poor, cut down trees
to cook their food because they cannot affordto have
eectricity intheir homes.

Paxriverkeeper: In the U.S., many Spanish
speaking immigrants face severe economic
chalenges. Do youthink aperson’s economic status
hasanything to dowith their willingnesstowork on
environmental issuesand concerns?

Silvestre: | don't think so becausel am avery poor
person, but | am very concerned about the
environment. However, sometimesthe economic
level isrelated to thelevel of education—but only
SOMETIMES, not always.

Riverkeeper Guided Kayak Trips

The Patuxent Riverkeeper kayaksareonthe
water and rentals are available from Queen
Anneto severd dedtinationsa ong the Patuxent
Paddle Path. M oderately priced guided tours
are also available. Seethe Riverkeeper web
steunder “Paddle Tours’ for details. Several
of the Waterkeepers in the Chesapeake Bay
have agreed to partner with Patuxent
Riverkeeper to provide premier toursof their
watersheds by kayak so people can seefirst
hand the attractions and the basis for the
advocacy provided by Riverkeeper. Next to
comeonlinewill betoursof the West/Rhodes
Riversand a so portions of the Potomac. Here
isyour chance to see the watershed through
theeyes of the advocateswho defend them!

Upcoming River Events

Children’sDay ontheFarm
June4th 11am- 5pm
Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum

Roughneck Work Day
June 10th 10am Meet at Family Deli

River Artsfest
June 10, 2006
Indian Head, MD
www.charlescountyarts.org

Annual BernieFowler Wadeln
June 11th 1pm Broome'slsland

Pancake Breakfast
June 11th, 8:30-11am Patuxent River 4-H
301-390-7259
Patuxent River Sojourn
June 15-20th
King's Landing Park to Jefferson Patterson Park

AnacostiaTrash Survey Training
June17th9-11am
Greenbelt Park, Sweetgum PicnicArea

Riverkeeper Motor Boat Operational

ThePatuxent Riverkeeper patrol Boat fleet benefited
from agenerous donation of anew outboard motor
from American Honda. An olive colored 16 foot
Jon Boat was donated by the Chaney Foundation.
Thenew American-Hondaoutboard motor isquiet,
fuel efficient, and better for the environment than
any other previoustwo-stroke model. The newly
equipped Jon Boat isto be used ferrying toolsand
suppliesfor the Patuxent Roughnecks, looking for
restoration sites and investigating water quality
issues. Also, a23 foot runabout in bright red also
takes to the water this summer. The deep water
Riverkeeper patrol boat received anewly rebuilt
inboard/outboard motor donated by West Marine.
Thenewly refurbished and tuned-up boat will have
it'spublic debut at the June 2006 Fowler Wade-in
on Broome'sldand. Both boatsaretheonly ones
ontheriver (asfar asweknow) whose sole purpose
is to protect water quality and advance a clean
Patuxent River. Many thanks to our generous
corporate donors who have helped get us on the
water with safe, reliable equipment.



River keeper ToursChalk Point Plant

Riverkeeper Fred Tutman and several othersincluding Calvert| &
County Delegate Sue Kullen and Board member Dr. Ralph ,
Eshelman recently toured the Mirant-owned power plant onthe( =8
Patuxent River at Chalk Point. The plantwasbuiltin 1964 andis| ¥
thelargest capacity electricity generator power plantinthestate| 4
of Maryland. Reportshby the Baltimore Sun recently pointedto a| . ' W
36%increaseinair pollution from Chak Point over the past threej.-r piant engineer ?); TG i
yearswith no Stateimposed penalties or notice of violations. [<lares, Fred Tutman, Delegate Sue Kullen, Misty
Under the Healthy Air Act, the Mirant Corporation hasplanstof!en. Dr. Ralph Eshelman

install 1.5 billon dollarsof pollution control equipment at itsthree Maryland Power plants. Meanwhile
Patuxent Riverkeeper hasrecaived persistent reportsof “fish kills’ associated with the plant. Scientific advisors
to Patuxent Riverkeeper have suggested that the canal used to cool waters emerging from the plant and
return themto theriver channel may belesseffectivein the summer monthswhen seasonal heat makesthe
cand lessefficient. Higher water temperaturesresult inlessoxygen in thewater which could potentidly cause
fishtodie. Patuxent Riverkeeper isseeking volunteersto hel p create amonitoring log thissummer of water
temperatures and other indicatorsfrom the outflow of the cooling canal at Chalk Point. Riverkeeper will
providethe equipment. Interested parties may contact: fred@paxriverkeeper.

Patuxent and L egidlation 2006
M ar yland Gener al Assembly Outcomes

Sormwater Management: SB-688 stalled in Senate Committee.

Attemptsto get better regulatory approachesto Stormwater Management faced stiff opposition fromthe
homebuilderslobby, highway builders, and from municipal intereststhe opponentsto tighter regulation of
stormwater and sediment during the session seemed to betheindustriesand interests inthe business of
creating impervious surfaces (highways) and thehomebuildingindustries. SB-688 washotly debatedin
the Senate. Thislegislation wasahomageto every concerned citizen that has ever complained about
construction sediment clogging up the waterways, only to betold by authoritiesthat the permiteeisin
compliance and that nothing can be done. SB-688 was ablow against complacency and ingtitutionalized
pollution. While several |egislators acknowledged that there are real problemswith theway the state
regulatorsdeal with stormwater, some were stymied by the possible compromisesof actualy going after
theroot problems (constructionimpacts of growth), or at least reluctant to take stepsthat might dienate
the powerful intereststhat are completely happy with the statusquo. Itisnow clear to the backersof this
crucia legidation, that the entire vocabulary of stormwater management really needsto be changed. As
long aswe continueto discussthe solutionsin terms of moresilt fencing and funding for added inspectors,
wewill overlook thefundamental environmenta design problemswhich plague Maryland waterwayswith
growing levelsof st and pollution, whiledriving thecostsof restoration of the Bay toincreasingly unattainable
levels. Wejust will never have enough money to clean up the Bay aslong asweallow our society to spend
billionsto pallutethewaters. Theunsung by-product of the M D stormwater practi cesisthat our technological
approach assistsbuildersto put maximum housing density in sensitive areaswheresiltation, erosion and
other problems are to be expected more often than not. Plausi bl e testimony was produced that other
States have adopted aternate ways of regulating thisproblem and have made great strides. New Jersey in
particular isactualy ataining greet resultsby linking Stormwater management tothelr water qudity sandards.
We need to do likewise. We need to regul ate mandatory design practicesamed at preventing storm water
problemsrather than controlling them after thefact.

continued on page 9
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continued from page 8

Themovement to bring abetter performance ethic to thisareaof endeavor owes much to retiring Senator
L eo Green, whose sponsorship of thislegidlation two yearsin arow hasbeen courageous, and in the best
traditionsof environmental stewardship. Patuxent Riverkeeper and the codlition of supportersfor Stormwater
regulationsthat actually protect water quait commend Senator Greenfor hisyearsof serviceand extend best
wishesto himfor along and happy retirement.

Patuxent L egidation: HB-1588/SB-379 Passed with amendments

First the bad news. Thereisno Easter Bunny, SantaClausisonly afolk taleand ..oh yeah, the so-called flush
feewill not cleanuptheBay. It'safact. The Bay Restoration Fund will takethe edge off but thetechnol ogical
limitson Nitrogen and so called state-of -the-art areinsufficient to restorethe Bay or itstributaries, Thisis
especidly trueif the newly upgraded plantsgreetly increasetheir discharge volumeinto our waterwaysdueto
increased capacity, popul ation growth and other factors. The solution to the problem of cleaning up the
Patuxent and the Chesapeake Bay isto both upgradethe plants but to be aggressivein other waysto reduce
the burdening of our waterwayswith nutrients. The Good News. We know how to clean it up! The Patuxent
River wassubstantially improved during the 1970'sand 1980’ sasaresult of historical lawsuitsthat werefiled
by three southern M D countiesto regulate water treatment plants. By most reckoning those gainswere
subsumed inthe 1990’ s by increased growth in the watershed. The point hereisthat the Patuxent has some
experiencewith these matters. L esson #1 isthat being proactiveworks. L esson #2 isthat watershed can be
brought back andisresilient in spite of the gloomy forecasts of some. Advocatesfor aclean Patuxent River
sought to get the Stateto live up to its promisesfrom 30 yearsago in the wake of those lawsuits.

While somewere shouting that the Patuxent wastrying tojumpitsplacein line, otherswere pointing out that
the Patuxent wasaready inlinewell beforethe Chesapeake Bay Agreement, Critical AreasLegidation, and
way beforethe Flush Fee. Proponents sought what was already promised, not some special privileges.
Thereweretwo Patuxent Bills, and ironically both passed after first being heavily amended and diluted and
then being merged together. The SenateBill originally sought to get accel erated upgrades on the Patuxent for
ALL itswastewater plantsand not just the 6 major onesdated in thefirst round of the Flush Fee program.
Thehill that passed till only alowsthe Patuxent to get further consideration only after the current flush-fee
schedule hasbeen met and only then if funds are availableto do so. The House Bill sought to actually seta
cap onnitrogenfor wastewater plantsin particular. Therationdebehind thishill wasthat Smply getting plants
their design capacity isinsufficient to restorethe Patuxent—it would undoubtedly make things better— but
still fall way short of therestoration goalswe have always been promised. Setting regulatory capswould be
consstent with Federd Clean Water Act goalsfor impaired waterwaysand would set amuch moreaggressive
track for cleaning up the Patuxent far and beyond what the public and thelegidatorsarereadily preparedto
concede through the modest adjustmentsto their local tax billsenacted by theflushfee.

Sointheendit was politically expedient to passthe Patuxent bills, but the billsaswritten do little or nothing
to avert the collision coursewe are on with declining water quality. Legidative and public supportersof the
amof living upto our best intentions (instead of just good enough) havevowedtotry againinfuturelegidative
sessions. As Senator Bernie Fowler and othersbefore him have said, never give up!



Meet the Patuxent Riverkeeper Board of Directors

Mr. Mike Tolker
Mike hasworked asan interpretive naturalist in the outdoor education program of the St.
Mary’s County Public Schoolsand guided field tripsfor several local agencies including the
U.S. Fishand Wildlife Serviceand theInterstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin. He
wasacounsaor withthe U.S. Youth Conservation Corpinvolved
In several environmental restoration and management projects,
" and later directed Ssmilar projectswith citizensfor theAnacostia

- -~ River Restoration Project. Mike's conservation work also
B .‘_ includes participating in biological monitoring programs,
-_-% e i Phala = constructi ng and advancing alternative technology housing and
S r establishing the Maryland Organic Food and Farming Association
““% and MD state certification of organic farms.

Ms. Lee Paul
L eeisthe academic coordinator at the Kingsley Wilderness Project, an alternative high school
in Montgomery County, M D, offering astrong hands-on environmental curriculum for at-risk

W = Students. Prior to her teaching career, Lee farmed a 43-acre plot
™ ol 18 . bordering the upper Patuxent River, co-managed asmall commer-
2 g = cia winery and ran apick your own/truck farming business. She
Db o ,;;-n.J served on the boards of the Montgomery County Farm Women's

~  Market and the Red Wiggler Foundation; a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides meaningful employment for mentally-challenged
adults. Her lifemission isto encourage othersto dig in the dirt and play in the water!

Mr. Vincent O. Leggett

Mr. Leggett isemployed as a Specia Projects Coordinator in the Office of Education, Bay
Policy and Growth Management, at the Maryland DNR. 1n 1984, he founded Blacks of the
1 Chesapeake Project; and in 1999, became the president of Blacks
of the Chesapeake Foundation (BOC), anonprofit historical, cultural,
and environmental education organization. Mr. Leggett helped
establish the Chesapeake Bay Ecology Center, created to carry out a
key component of BOC's mission to develop hands-on learning
opportunities and create programs to restore and conserve our
environment, particularly the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 1n 2003,
the Governor of Maryland commissioned Mr. Leggett an honorary,
“Admiral of the Chesapeake Bay,” the highest honor that can be
bestowed upon a private citizen in the environmental field. Mr.
L eggett has also devel oped aschool curriculum entitled, “ Exploring
the Chesapeake Bay Through Ebony Eyes,” whichisbeing usedin
severa areaschool systems. Mr. Leggett also authored severa
books. continued on page 11
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continued from page 10

Mr. Richard Dolesh

Richard Dolesh hasworked with parks, resource conservation and
natural resources for nearly al of his professional life. Most of
his experiencein these areas has been on the Patuxent River. He
is currently a Senior Policy Associate with the National Recre-
ation and Park Association, previously was Director of Forest,
Wildlife, and Heritage Servicefor Maryland Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) and beforethat, Richard was Chief of Natu-
ral and Historical Resourcesfor Maryland National Capital Parks
and Planning Commission (MNCPPC). Heistheauthor of anum-

T ber of articlesin the Parks and Recreation Magazine and other
‘ 3 publicationsrelating to parks and conservation.

Dr. Ralph Eshelman PhD

NS
.’

Ra phisthe owner and CEO of Eshelman & Associates, acultural
resource management and museum consultation company. He
was the founding director of AAM accredited (1981) Calvert
Marine Museum in Solomons, Maryland, aloca government
sponsored museum. Ralph wasrespons ble for numerousaspects
of the museum’ s operationsincluding administration and exhibit
development. Through the museum Ralph worked closely with
local government, museum board of governors, thepublicand a
large contingency of volunteers. Dr. Eshelmanisconsidered a
leading authority in the history and paleontol ogy of the Patuxent River and he has written
numerous books, articlesand treatisesin thisfield. He holdsa number of honorary titleand
awards and has served in numerous boards and panels.
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Patuxent Riverkeeper'sPlan
for Protecting the Patuxent River

After nearly two yearsin operation, the Patuxent Riverkeeper organization hasemerged asaviablewatershed
protection organization thanks to the hard work of our members and volunteers. Any new group finds
themselves at adecision point inthiswork. Oneroad |eads solely to raising awareness about problems
without actualy chalenging the tatusquo. But an dternaterouteleadstowardsactualy attacking and doing
something lasting about longstanding problems. Oneisvery easy and the other extremely difficult. So many
have promised so much, for solong, that many peoplewho care about our river have become cynical and
lost hopethat anything can be done. Why do we need another the group working on the sameold problems?
The Patuxent Riverkeeper triesto bring new blood and freshideasto thefray. Our ams:

1.

Egtablishavigorous method of classifying and pursuing meaningful citizen’scomplaintsin order to
improvethelevel of diligenceand theenforcement of existing water quality regulations.

Establish acredible, viableand well known watershed protection organization that openly
conducts advocacy and isatrusted spokesperson for theentireriver system.

Assert awatchful presence over theriver asafirsthand advocate. Patrol theriver and crestea
network of citizen’sinformantsand partner with other groupswith compatible aims. Use boats,
planes, or onfoot to becomefamiliar with the waterway, and understand its problems.

Buildaninfluentia line of communication to theriver’ sopinion leaders, moversand shakers,
legidatorsand otherswho define or influence public polity for theriver.

Launch projects, securefunding and other in kind resourcesin order to restore and improvethe
river.

Direct the greater share of our resourcesinto advocacy work for theriver and avoid becoming
top heavy with staffing, or infrastructure that divertsfrom our coremission.

Work systematically on strategic campaigns, issuesand projectsaimed at bringing about significant
improvementsto the health of theriver.

Advocatefor stricter standards, preservation and other avenuesof protecting, acknowledging and
championing those assetsworth saving about theriver.

You may support these aimsby donating funds, resources or volunteer timeto the Patuxent Riverkeeper.
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| Join & Support Patuxent RIVERKEEPER |
| (membership application) |
: Narits D Regular $35 :
I Town, State, Zip |
| Phone E-mail D Booster $100 |
| I
| Patuxent Riverkeeper; 18600 Queen Anne Road; Rear Barn D Sustainer $500 |
| Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 301-249-8200 |
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