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Trib Strategies Released

Over two hundred members of the Maryland Tributary Strategies teams
assembled at the Navy-Marine CorpsMemorial stadium, inAnnapolisto
celebrate the 10" Anniversary of the Tributary Teams Program. The group
wined and dined and watched Department Natural Resources Secretary
Ronad Franksunveil the State’ s Tributary Strategy, whichisablueprint for
how Marylander’swill work together to preserve, restore and protect the
Chesapeake Bay Estuary. Also, recognition wasal so given to distinguished
watershed citizens. Retired Senator Bernie Fowler was given alifetime
achievement award (golden overals) for hiswork on behalf of cleanwater.
Also, the2006 Bernie Fowler Award wasgiven to George Wilmot of Charles County for hisconsiderablework protecting
our State’ swater resources. The Chesapeake Bay Trust a so awarded Charlie Conklin theAnnual Ellen Fraites\Wagner
Award. Now inasecond decade, the Maryland Tributary Strategiesteams continueto work on the hard problemsfacing our
State’' swatersheds. Areyou activeinyour own Tributary team.

Patuxent Riverkeeper Mentors African River keeper

Senator Fowler, George Wimot, Charles County
Commissioner Al Smith, DNR Secretary Franks

With over 150 Riverkeeper internationally, it was only amatter of time beforethe Waterkeeper movement expanded into
Africa. Waterkeepersarein Australia, England, Indiaand South America. As of March 2006, the newest water keeper
program on the planet happensto be located in Senegal, West Africa. Say hello to the Hann Baykeeper where citizen
advocates arelaboring to preservethe commercia fishing industry that isthelife sblood of coastd villagersinthisdeveloping
nation. The Hann Bay faces problemsfrom industria polluters, raw sewage, dumping and aregulatory system that hasbeen
Ineffectivein preserving water quality and res stiveto change (sound familiar?) The Patuxent Riverkeeper hasagreed towork
withthisnew programin amentoring capacity (abeit asalong distancerelationship) in order to provide hel p and encouragement
during the crucial early phases of the growth of this newest Riverkeeper program. New York based Waterkeeper Alliance
staffersMarc Yaggi and Tom Byrnerecently visited Senegal to view thework of watershed activiststhere and sent the
following dispatch: “ Senegal wasgreat! Such wonderful people and agreat country. They have someterribleair and water
pollution, anong other problemslikeAlIDS, unemployment etc. Hann Bay isextremely polluted, with raw sewage, industrial
effluent, villagers' organic waste, etc. Oneinteresting thing with that isinthevillagethey have no sanitation collection. So,
literally every two minutes, femal e villagerswalk down to the beach with abig bucket of food and cleaning waste on their
heads.. They then proceed to dumpit right on the beach. 1t wasabig step forward when our prospective Baykeeper group
worked with the community to set up designated wooden rampsevery 50
yards or so for them to do the dumping. Prior to that, the waste was just
dumped anywhereon the beach. As|’ m sureyou can imagine, thesefolks
haveabig job ahead of them”. Inaddition to sharing information withthe
Hann Baykeeper, the Patuxent Riverkeeper hopestoraisefundstoassist a
representativefrom the new Senegal programto attend the June 2006 Annual
Waterkeeper conference which will be held in San Francisco. Patuxent
Riverkeeper believesthat the problemsof thefirst and third worldsmay look
cosmetically different but are basically the same. Finding waysto co-exist
withthe earth isjust asimportant in Maryland asit isinsub Saharan Africa. :
Wefed wehave much to share and muchtolearn through collaborating with - - 4

global partners. Stay tuned. Waterkeeper Alliance staffer Tom Byrne inspects a
drainage pipe flowing into the Hann Bay in Senegal




Paxriverkeeper Spring Kayak Rentals!

Patuxent Riverkeeper is a few steps closer to the vision of
launching anon-profit kayak outfitting venturein the Centra
Patuxent region. Asspring arrives, so have ten new touring
kayaksfrom the Old Towne Company. The shipment includes
paddles, safety vests, Spray skirtsand other equipment to help
us make theriver more accessible to many people who have
asked usfor information and help getting onto theriver. The
Riverkeeper isaso training guidesand volunteersto helpwith
safety concerns. Patuxent Riverkeeper has partnered with
severa other local “keeper” organizationson other tributaries
todeveloptour itineraries, paddletrailsand other waysto show
the public not only thework being done by their Riverkeepers,
but also to help more people connect with our resourcesand
find their muse on severa of the Chesapeake Bay’s premier
tributaries. By thetimesummer arrives, wewill have completed
all the arrangementsrelated to insurance, rental fees, guide
training, tour datesand other details. Want to get onto theriver?
Contact usfor moreinformation!

PRAD Announces Expansion

For twenty-nineyearsthe premier Patuxent River Festival in
Southern, MD has been Patuxent River Appreciation Day,
hosted by the Calvert Marine Museum. Whilethe event has
awaysfeatured demondgtrations, Contests, exhibits, duck calling
competitionsand other dicesof tidewater life, “PRAD” isnow
poised to enhance the annual event by hosting a Patuxent
Summit. The Summit will beatrue” watershed” event aimedat
bringing together people, agencies, stakeholdersand any parties
interested in the health and future of the Patuxent; tolearnwhat
is done to protect it, to interact with policy makers and to
provideinput about how weall can makeadifference cleaning
up theriver and keepingit that way. Therewill beworkshops,
seminars, plenary sessionsand presentations by groups and
individuals closaly involved with issuesand answers about the
Patuxent. PRAD 2006 isschedulefor Columbus Day weekend
(Octaber 5-8) Event partnersinvolvedin planning theoccasion
presently include. Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum,
Morgan State Estuarial L aboratory, Chesapeake Biological
Lab, Calvert Marine Museum, St. Mary’s College, Historical
. Mary’s City, Patuxent Riverkeeper and the MD State
Patuxent River Commisson. Moreinformationwill beavalable
infuture Riverkeeper advisories, and a so on theweb sites of
thevariousparticipating organizations.

Volunteer Coordlnator Lauren Webster and
Old Towne's “Quigley” unloading the new kayaks

Mark the Datel
April 8, 2006
Pax Clean-up 2006
www.cleanpatuxent.org

Upcoming River Events:

March 31, 2006
Patuxent National Wildlife Visitor’s Center
17th Annual Patuxent
WildlifeArt Show and Sale
Artists’ Reception (ticketed event)
6:30- 9:30 PM
Art Show and Sale (free to the public)
Saturday and Sunday, April 1-2
Moreinfo:301-497-5789

March 26, 2006
Friends of Jug Bay Annual Meeting
3-5pm
Guest Speakers Janet Owens and Ed Reilly

April 8, 2006
Annual Patuxent Clean-up
Site leaders and volunteers needed!
www.cleanpatuxent.org

April 12, 2006
Patuxent River Commission Meeting
4-6 pm
Maryland Department of Agriculture

April 15, 2006
Jefferson Patterson Park
Earth Day Celebration

April 22, 2006
Fun of the Watershed Day.
Supplee Lane Recreation Area
Information: 1-800-828-6439

April 22, 2006
Maryland Native Plant Society:
Nontidal wetlandsfield trip
10am- noonish
Free and open to the public
Moreinfo: mmalloy@umd.edu

April 29, 2006
Patuxent Roughnecks first trip
Exploretheriver trails, help remove blockages
Moreinfo: 301-249-8200 ext 6




The “ Patuxent Roughnecks’ ...to clean a
river...somebody’s got to get dirty!

Asthewinter ssormsfadeinto seasonal memory and we approach the spring, itistimeto
survey the aftermath of thewinter on our preciousland and water trailsalong the paddling
Patuxent. The Patuxent Roughnecksteamisready to planitsvery first survey and planning
meeting. Theaimfor thefirst meeting it to survey and plan our work for the 2006 season.
Theteam will meet at the Queen Anne Bridge parking areaonApril 29, 2006 at 9amin
Snow melting near Piney Orchard the morning and walk upstream along the banksto survey river blockages, landtrail

conditions, review mapping of blockagesand to discussblockage removal prioritiesfor
the year. Comewith us! Plan to get some exercise, see the sights and plan on... (you guessed it!) getting muddy/dirty! This
important first meeting will help us assessthesizeand skillsof thefounding Roughnecks, list thetoolsand other resources needed
for futuretripsand to plan out atentativework trip schedule. Suggested work for the Roughnecksthisyear could possibly include
sectionsof the planned Patuxent Weatertrail, clearing portage sitesfrom the paddling sections between Governor’sBridge (Bowie)
and Queen Anne (South of Bowie) and also on Piney Orchard Road (Odenton). We hope Roughneckswill become aband of
skilled (and safe) workers who become knowledgeable about the land and water trail s that serve the Patuxent, dedicated to
camaraderie, and constructivework outdoorsto retain accessibility ontheriver. Also, for thoseinterested, after our hikeup stream
wewill havechili and refreshmentsat the nearby home of Patuxent Riverkeeper, Fred Tutman at 18600 Queen Anne Road. Please
RSV Pto the Riverkeeper officeif you plan to participate: 301-249-8200 ext 6.

Patuxent River
L egislation 2006 Session

Thefollowing piecesof legidation arebeing considered intheMaryland L egisature
and in our view have particular significancetothePatuxent River. | nformation is
provided herefor informational pur posesand to encour age citizensto becomeactively
involved in contactingyour elected representativesand participatingin thepublic
deliber ationsabout these potential new laws.

Healthy Air Act SB-154
Sponsor (s) Senators Pinsky, Britt, Brochin, Conway, Della, Dyson, Exum,
Forehand, Frosh, Garagiola, Giannetti, Gladden, Green, Grosfeld,

Hughes, Jones, Kelley, Lawlah, McFadden, Ruben, Sone, and Teitelbaum ~ Fred Tutman field questions about
new Patuxent Legislation

Synopsis: Establishing limitson theemissionsof oxidesof nitrogen, sulfur dioxide, mercury, and carbon dioxidefrom
specifiedfacilitiesby specified dates; requiring the Department of the Environment to set emissionsbudgets; requiring the
Governor to includethe Statein the Regional Greenhouse Gas I nitiative or requiring the Department to adopt regulationsto
reduce carbon dioxide emiss onsfrom affected facilities; establishing aMaryland Carbon Reduction Fund.

Sormwater Bill (SB-625)

Sponsor: Senator Green

Synopsis. Requiring the Department of the Environment to adopt postdevel opment water quality standard regulations;
requiring the Department to i nspect specified development sitesfor compliance; authorizing the Department totest
stormwater runoff and specified downstream water as part of inspections; authorizing the Department to charge afee; and
prohibiting personsengaged i n specified devel opment activitiesfrom causing or contributing to viol ations of specified water
quality standards

Nitrogen Caps(HB-1588)

Soonsor (s) Delegates Kullen, Bohanon

Synopsis: Etablishing thetotal maximum daily load for nitrogen within the Patuxent River Watershed as 1,200 pounds per
day; dtering the cal culation of concentrationsandwel ghts of phosphorus and nitrogen for specified purposes; requiring the
Department of the Environment to adopt regulationsthat adjust the concentration and flow levelsto ensurethat thetotal
daily load for nitrogen isnot exceeded.



Bay Restor ation Fund (SB-379)

Soonsors Senator s Dyson, Middleton, Miller

Synopsis. Requiring upgradesto enhanced nutrient removal at specified sewage
treatment plantsin the Patuxent River watershed on or before January 1, 2011,
making the upgrade of specified sewage treatment plantsin the Patuxent River
watershed apriority onor before January 1, 2011; and requiring the Bay Restoration
Fund to be used to pay for funding for upgrading to enhanced nutrient removal for
- specified upgrades to specified sewage treatment plants in the Patuxent River
watershed.
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The Patuxent Chalk Point would

g gl T gl S, el Minoritiesin the Environment (HB-412 & SB-350)
sy Soies Spoonsors: Delegates Oaks, Rosenberg, Carter, Goodwin, Hammen, Madaleno,
Mandel, McHale, Montgomery, Murray, Nathan-Pulliam, Taylor, and V. Turner
Senators Gladden, Britt, Conway, Currie, Exum, Hughes, Jones, Kelley, Lawlah, McFadden
Synposis: Establishing aTask Force on Minority Participation inthe Environmental Community; requiring the Task Forceto
eva uate and make recommendationsregarding methodsof imjproving minority participationin theenvironmenta community,
methodsof improving communication to minority communities, and methodsof improving theflow of informationand services
into minority communities

Laurel Mill/Bond Bill (HB-1621 & SB-988)

Sponsors(s) Senator Giannetti, Delegates Menes, Boschert, V. Clagett, Frush, Love, Moe

Synopsis. Authorizing the creation of a State Debt inthe amount of $300,000, the proceedsto be used asagrant to the
Patuxent River Commiss on and the Mayor and City Council of the City of Laurel for specified improvementsto theHistoric
Laurel Mill Ruins; providing for disbursement of the loan proceeds; requiring the granteeto grant and convey a specified
easement to the Maryland Historical Trust; establishing adeadline for the encumbrance or expenditure of theloan proceeds.
* For bill infoand status see: http://mlis.state.md.us/

Patuxent Sojour n 2006:

Theme: Lost Towns of the Patuxent
Tentative schedulefor thisyear’s Sojourn

Join usfor aday or for several dates. Register early! www.paxsojourn.org

Day 1: Thursday June 15, King'sL anding Kick-off
Regigration, car shuttle, dinner, safety briefing, concert

Day 2: Friday June 16, King'slandingto EagleHarbor (TBD) (3.5Miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, paddle, lunch, Wise Oak Farm, Mirant, Eagle Harbor, dinner, evening entertainment

Day 3: Saturday June 17, EagleHarbor/CharlesCotoIndian Creek (5.75 miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, excurson TBA, camp, dinner, Riverkeeper talk

Day 4. Sunday June 18 Indian Creek to Patuxent Camp Sites(TBD) at Jack’sBay (8.25 miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, lunch, “ Terrapin Talk”, storytelling, dinner, local history and archeology

Day 5: Monday June 19 Jack’sBay to Greenwell Park (7.5 miles).
Breakfast, car shuttle, lunch and tour at Sotterly, dinner, “ Sprit of the Sojourn Award”, legidator’s meet and greet and marine
archeology lecture TBA

Day 6: Tuesday June 20, Final Paddlefrom Greenwell to Jeffer son Patter son Park (2 miles)
Breakfast, car shuttle, Jefferson Patterson |ab tour, wrap up luncheon on Broomeslsland



