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The 10 Wor st Point Sour ce

Pollutersin the Patuxent

The Patuxent River, likemost of our natural resources, isacasudty of many root
problems. Thiscan be challenging for advocateswho want to see progressthat can be
measured and outcomesthat can bereplicated elsewhere. Inthefiveyearsof Patuxent
Riverkeeper’sexistence, the organization hasworked on numerouswater quality issues
only tofind too often that many of the pollution problemsare actualy from sourcesthat
have permitswhich are not complied with or enforced. Wethought it would makea
differenceinwater quality if wedevelop arunning list of well established permit violators

permit ]

and then usethe citizen lawsuit provisions of the Federal Clean Water Act to challenge, notify and if necessary litigate to compel
theseviolatorsto comply withthelaw. Our initiad criteriaistotarget and publicly nameten facilitiesthat contributelarge amounts
of point source pollution (wastethat comesdirectly out of apipe) to our waters, chronicaly violatetheir permitsand which,
based on past performance, seem highly likely to continueto do so unlessthey arethreatened with legal action. It'sasimple
formula, very inexpensiveto research, and asviolatorsexit thelist, wewill add new
ones.Wewill al'so publish alist of the 10 most compliant facilties. (continuedpg3)

Fly Ash in the Pax

PrK and four other environmental organizationshavefiled aClean Water Act notice of
intent tosueMirant, LLCfor itscoal fly ash disposal landfill in southern Prince George's
County. Mirant usesthelandfill in Brandywineto dispose of coal combustion by-
productsfromits Chalk Point power generating facility, whichislocated on the banks of
the Patuxent River. Mirant has supplied state authoritieswith written disclosures
revealing that itsmonitoring well at the Brandywinefacility showscontamination under
oneof itsdisposal cells. Contaminantsrel eased
includemercury and arsenic, which posetherisk
of seriousill effects on both peopleand the
surrounding ecosystem. Asof the December
filing date, neither state nor federal regulatorshad doneanythingto curtail or remediate
theleaching of thesetoxic substances. In January 2010, over amonth after the
environmenta groupsfiled our noticeof intent to sue, thestate of Maryland filed itsown
notice of intent to suethe operatorsof thedisposal site, increasing thelikelihood of a

~ legally enforceabl e outcomethat can protect the people and the ecosystem surrounding
Chalk Point Power Plant the Bra,ldyWI nefw“ty
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24 Stepsto Savethe Bay

“Senior Bay Scientistsand Politicansfor theBay” isa
bipartisan, multi-disciplinary group of scientists, legidators,
policymakersand advocateswhich has organized a24-
plank program of policy changesthat webelieve must be
madein order to restore the Chesapeake Bay to hedlth.
Thegroup includesretired State Senators Gerald
Winegrad and Bernie Fowler, former US Senator Joseph
Tydingsand signeesfrom both Virginiaand Maryland.

The 24 planks, which can be downl oaded from our
website, include measuresranging fromland use policy,
enforcement issuesand avariety of initiativesthat would
result in sweeping policy changesin how Bay restorationis
administered. Signersbelievethe Chesapeake Clean
Water and Ecosystem Act of 2009, introduced by Senator
Benjamin Cardin and Congressman Elijah Cummingsin
Congress, which would strengthen the Clean Water Act as
it relatesto the Bay, and the Obama Executive Order,
which ordersthe Environmenta Protection Agency totake
thelead on Bay cleanup, are opportunevehiclesto
incorporate sound scienceinto thelaw and policy that
guideeffortsto clean up theregion’swaterways.

Faith Paddle Anyone?

Peopleinademocracy arefreeto expresstheir sense of
stewardship of and commitment to protecting the
environment any way they choose, yet virtualy al religious
faithshave ascriptural mandateto protect and carefor the
earth. Rivershavea

universa sgnificancewhich

connects people and places Isyour church or

andinspiresmanv of us. community planning an
M y event for Earth Day

Patuxent Riverkeeper has 20107 The river and
been.assembllngalllstof work to protect its future
locationsaongtherivertha — oonnects people of all
aresuitablefor worship faiths and beliefs. Need
sarvices, aswewill be help planning a
launchingthefirstever Faith ~ community paddle or
Paddledown theriver as observance? Give us a
part of Earth Day fetivities. call.

A few local churcheshave

spearheaded thisproject, and we are now |ooking for
congregationsof any faith that wouldliketojoinus. Thisis
an excdlent opportunity to bring fresh stakeholdersto the
environmental movement withacommitment that flows
fromasenseof faith. Any takers?
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GREEN EXPO

Free
native tree
seedlings!
Kids activities
Too!

he Green lear W
- Save Energy and Money (solar, wind, geathermal, home energy audits)
- Get Property Tax Credits for Stormwater Management
- How to Green your Home and Garden
- Improve the water guality of our rivers and the Che ke
- Live a sustainable and healthy lifestyle

Expo will feature local environmental agencies and nonprofits, and local and
regional businesses who offer green products or services

Rainbarrels and
native plants for

MARCH 20, 2010 1-4 PM 2
DAVIDSONVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
962 W CENTRAL AVE

State Enfor cement & De-Delegation

Theten Maryland Waterkeepersrepresented by the
University of Maryland Environmentd Law Clinic havefiled
a70-pagefactua petitionwiththe U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, asking it toreview and revokethe
delegated powersof the Maryland Department of the
Environment to enforcefederal law programsunder the
Clean Water Act. Under theAct, the EPA delegates
enforcement authority to the states, but it can revokethat
authority if astateisdoing aninadegquatejob monitoring,
permitting, enforcing and/or regulating dischargesintothe
watersof thestate. Our petition statesthat the Maryland
Department of the Environment is, infact, inadequately
enforcing thelaw, and thereforeits power to do so should be
revoked. Thepetition, whichisavailableto download from
our website (www.paxriverkeeper.org), enumeratesvarious
deficienciesintheway the state agency carriesout its
responsi bilitiesunder the Clean Water Act.




. (10 Worst Polluters continued from pg 1)
VOl RIVIERCEE SER BHORICE oL Inthisway, in additionto our many other activities, wecan

make measurable and systematic progresstoward creating a
climatein our watershed that isintol erant of scofflawsand
thosewho find it more expedient or profitableto pollute than
to makethe necessary investment to stay within thelaw.
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Build consensusamong river stakeholders.
Unify and connect communitiesalong theriver.
Patrol and monitor the waterway to detect and
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res_olv_e prpbl s Research onthisproject beganin late 2009 with arelease
* Er?é:}é;s\x/ 'e%e SrilEEREEEnliE i date planned in sync with therelease of the Annual Health of
% Build anet\A;ork of interest groupsworking on the Patuxent Report Cardin early spring. So _far the
behalf of water quality. Vi o_I gtprs runthe gamut of federa!, state and privately owned
2 Fight strategic anti-pollution battlesto empower facilities. Stay tuned to our websiteand newd etter for
" updateson our progressin naming and bringing to account
= gﬂ;‘g‘se the cultureof enforcament and theten worst point source polluters of the Patuxent.
compliance Website Outta Site
% Work for culturechangein how theriver is Our mainwebsite underwent aholiday facdlift with some
treated. fresh enhancements. You can now add commentsblog style
< Inititiate projectsto restorethe natural ecology. toany of the posts, bid on auctionitems, renew
+% Reach outtoignored or un-involved communities. | | membership, donate or joinonline, link to our Facebook
% Alignresourcepolicy with future sustainability. page, run searchesfor specific content of interest and use
: — thewebsite asahub for many of theactivitiesand outreach
2010: Siff Medicineg/Stron g facetsof theorganizationincluding events, cleanups,
Somachs Commentary by Fred Tutman paddling opportunities, advisoriesand derts.

TheBay at 2010? You bet, it istough to see how the movement to clean the Bay will break through at the present rate--
unlessit changestactics. Businessesand other specia interests zealoudy guard their economic salf interests, including local
zoning controls, growth for itsown sake, sprawl for profit and other conventionsthat demonstrably harm the environment. It
takesastrong stomach to face thesetruths. Meanwhile, government agencies charged with regul ating and protecting the
environment do so with awink and nod and then issue permitsto pollute. And the folkswith the deepest resourcesto bring
about change areinstead arguing over computer model sand passing the buck. It seemsthe only thing morevita than saving
the Bay isnot being blamed for itsdemise. Srong Somachs? Morethan afew environmental groupsexhort and educatethe
public to become active and work on strategiesthat ultimately seek to do any number of thingsexcept chalengethevery
systemthat iskilling the planet. What author Howard Ernst callsthe* palegreen” enviroswant

to see changewithout offending anybody or appearing “ negative’ in the process. Sowelive - e s
with compromises: compromised val ues and compromised outcomes. Wedon't want to get ATH |
rid of the carcinogensin our water, just pick up theunsightly trash. Wedon't want to put ahalt ,% o
tothewholesae destruction of old growth forests, just plant new seedlingstomitigateal the 22

new highway construction. Too oftenweareblindtotheplight of our citieswhilewearebusy £
saving the suburbs. And the people harmed the most by these problemsare usually not

represented intheranks of membership. The* Green” movement could beacompassionate ‘
answer to theenvironmental plight of many, but too often seemsto greenwash thosewhose
persona wealthisinvested in astock market leveraged by the same pollution-based interests
that are plundering our planet. Siff M edicine? Isthere any hopethat good can comefrom
thiswhol esal e pantomimethat promisesto clean up the Bay but instead just deliversnew
programs, initiativesand funding vehiclesthat benefit environmentdistsinstead of the
environment? Waterkeeperswere abrand new ideain the Chesapeake ascant few yearsago,
but we have grown to become ascrappy movement fighting tough battles against varied intereststhat havefor toolong
maintai ned astranglehold on thefuture of crabs, oysters, open space and clean water and air. Inamovement dominated by
thepoliticsof “get-along” ; the Waterkeepers have pers stently fought the battles othershave deferred. Instead of tryingto
educate those acting in bad faith, wethe keepers of the waterways have taken pollutersto court and more often than not have
won our cases. In return we haveincurred the anger of many who claimto lovethe Bay but are prepared to do just about
anything except take the measuresneeded to actually restoreit. These aretough battles, but inthewords of Senator Bernard
Fowler, “Wewill never giveup”.
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Broadband and L oving I t!

Someof you might already befamiliar with therunning talesof woe
related to our officeinternet. We survived fiveyearsof ISDN,
satellite, DSL and then a300 foot buried cable that seemed to
operatelikeagiant lightning rod that spelled the demise of severa
computersand printersand caused other havoc. Our rura location
isjusttoofar off thegridfor theusual internet facilities. Hencethe
improvised and self-help solutions. The snow storm of December
2009 dedlt the coup degraceto the buried lineand it wastimefor
desperation and ingenuity to take over. Whilewestruggled to keep
workingusngWiFi at nearby coffee shops, several good samaritans
cameto our rescue and labored through snow and iceto get us
back online. Wenow haveblazingly fagt, reliable (and non-lightning
prone) internet viaanewly trenched custom installed fiber optic
cable. Many grateful thanksfor thegood peopleat TerraNova
Designsin Crofton, Jobuntu I T Services(IT Support For Humans:
240-242-9596) and the generosity of Dan“P”.

Riverkeeping + internet = all smiles!

2010 Sojourn in theWorks!

It’'stimeto start thinking about Patuxent Sojourn
2010. Theroutewill dmost certainly beoriented
moredownriver thisyear (i.e. lower Prince
George's, Cavert and St. Mary’scounties) with
lotsof big water attractionsplusheronriesand
restoration projects. Onethingisfor sure: So-
journ 2010 will offer livemusic, great food,
beautiful viewsand fabulouspaddling. Plansare
afoot to offer sometraining paddlesand wilder-
nesssurvival coursesin advancefor those So-
journerswhowould liketo build their skillsand
preparedness. Formal registration will openin
April onour website. Seeyou ontheriver!

Patuxent River Commission
has New L eader ship

In December 2009, retired Senator Bernie Fowler
stepped down as Chair of Maryland’s Patuxent
River Commission. The Commissionwascreated
in 1980 by the Maryland General Assembly as
part of an agreement among the partiesto alaw
auitfiledinthelate 1970'sby the three southern
Patuxent countiesagainst the state for inadequate
regulation of upstream wastewater treatment
plants. Theroleof theCommissonistoadvise
the stateonitseffortsto protect and restorethe
Peatuxent. The Commissonisuniqueamong Bay
tributariesasthe only state-empanelled body
devoted toamajor tributary. Senator Fowler has
been involved with the Patuxent River Commission
Invariouscapacitiessnceitsinception. Citing
family reasonsand hisownfrustration withthe
lack of progressin Patuxent restoration efforts,
Senator Fowler and Vice Chair Michael Leszcz
passed thereinsof the Commissionto anew
|eadership team that was el ected in January. Dr.
Kelton Clark of theMorgan State Estuarine
Research Center isthe new chair and David
Bourdon, who'swith the Prince George's County
Soil Conservation Digtrict, isViceChair. The
Commission meetsthe second Wednesday of
each month at the Maryland Department of
AgricultureinAnnapolisfrom 4 pm- 6pm.
Meetingsare opento thepublic.




2009 Photo Gallery

Environmental Justice Forum at UMD
Earth Day 2009

Sojourners take a shade break aboard
the Crazy Loon

Roughnecks notching a river blockage

Vigilance: The Price of Clean Water

Our sister program on the Coastal Bayshasbeen embroiledina
revealing controversy that pointsto aneed to overhaul the state’'s
accommodating rel ationship with factory farms, known asCon-
centrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO). During an aerial
patrol in October, the A ssateague Coastkeeper, Kathy Phillips,
took photographsof alarge pile of materia at achicken growing
facility, which directly discharged into an open state-owned
drainageditch. Water from the ditch flowsinto the Pocomoke
River and eventualy into the Chesapeake Bay, acommonplace
occurrence throughout the Eastern Shore. Further inveestigation
at Perdue’ sHudson Farm, an 80,000 bird CAFO near Berlin,
Maryland, found additiona pilesof uncovered wastesittingin
openfields. Since October, ongoing water sampling by the
Coastkeeper and analysisby astate certified lab have shown
extremely unhedthy levelsof bacteriaand other pollutantsinthe
ditch just downstream of Hudson Farm. In December,
Assateague Coastkeeper and Waterkeeper Alliancemailed a
Noticeof Intent (NOI) to sue Perdue Farms, Inc. and Hudson
Farmfor violations of the Clean Water Act and polluting the
PocomokeRiver. Later in December, the Maryland Department
of the Environment defended the sSite as not contai ning pol luted
waste material and claimed thewaste pile had been removed
fromthefarm. However, it waslearned that MDE’ sinspections
of thefarm had not included sampling of thepileor thewater in
thedrainageditchandthepile, infact, wastill located onthe
farm. Thenin January, aerial photographsof the site showed that
steps had been taken to mitigate the polluted runoff fromthe
waste pile after thefiling of the NOI and the subsequent MDE
ingpector’svisit. The pilehad been movedto adifferent areaof
thefarm and covered with atarp. However, Coastkeeper and
Waterkeeper Alliance had to fileaPublic Information Act request
to compel MDE to produceall documentsrelated to Perdue’s
Hudson Farm because M DE would not voluntarily disclosewhat
wasgoing on there, how long the state knew about it, what (if
any) testing was done, and what kind of pressurethe state faced
from the EPA to clean up thisand rel ated problems. Coastkeeper
Kathy Phillips work on thismatter isthe culmination of severa
yearsof intense scrutiny of theMaryland CAFO industry for its
contribution to the ongoing declineinthe health of the state'slocal
waters. She emphasized the matter isnot yet closed and that the
groupwill remainvigilant. Accordingto Kathy, "until thisindustry
takesresponghility for itswaste, and state environmental agen-
ciesget seriousabout protecting our waterways, no amount of
taxpayer money, ongoing study or well-intentioned legidationis
goingtofix the Bay'sproblems.” For moreinformation vist:
www.assateaguecoastkeeper.org/issuesandprojectsy
poultrycafos.html




2010 Eco-Tours

With all the snow on theground, thereisno better timeto start fantasi zing about

warm weather fun and discovery. We' vealready started preparing our list of spring/ Need paddlinginformation,
summer/fall busand kayak tripsto see the best theregion hasto offer. Inadditionto updates, mapsand

our weekday “meet up” paddlesand our faith paddles, plansare shaping upfor a infor mation about the
camping/paddling tripinthe sand dunesof Assateaguein early spring. Sotterly Patuxent Water trail in five
Pantationisacertainty, Port Deposit on the Susquehannaapossibility (bar hopping counties? It'sall at
afterwardisawaysafavorite). SoistubinginLittle OrleansinwesternMarylandand . Patuxentwatertrail .org
theremay bea first timetrip to West Virginiainthecrystal ball. Get exercise, enjoy

great local food, meet like-minded people and get outdoors. Got adestinationyou

want to sharewith others? L et usknow. Just thinking about it will hel p keep thewinter chill off.

River Currents

Patuxent Riverkeeper isinvolved in numerous positive activities, many of which are described in this newsletter and
on our website. That said, when a smile and pat on the back simply won’t work, the organization is more than willing
to uselegal and adversarial tactics to uphold environmental
laws and champion the clean water that we are all entitled to.
an"d":;?sf*n L Hereis an ever-so-brief summary of just some of the ongoing
19% advocacy issues and complaints we are working on in the seven
Patuxent counties. e are always happy to discuss these
mattersin detail with our members. One need only ask for more
information.
» PrK ispart of acoalition of groupsworking to ensurethat the
state adequately implementsthe Stormwater Act of 2007. Builders
lobbying interestshavelaunched acounter offensiveto delay and/or
weaken thelegidation during the present session.
2010 Project Loading * PrK isresearching complaintsabout construction practicesat Fort
Meade, where observerstell usthe Army often has construction
projectsthat lack adequate stormwater or sediment controls.
* PrK hasnotified the state of due process problems stemming from apublic comment period for aL argo construction project
for whichthe statemidaid the project files(citizens could not review) and subsequently closed theformal record without
citizenshaving been afforded the opportunity to comment.
 PrK isasoworking withthe Natural Resources Defense Council to review renewa requestsfor ssormwater discharge
permits, known asM $4 permits, issued to the countiesin our watershed. .. .and there' smuch more.

Join the Patuxent Riverkegper Community--Become a M ember

Name
r—-—————————— - A
Street Address : __RedWinged Blackbird. $35 :
| __ GreenWinged Tedl..$75 |
City/State/Zip Email | — Osprey..$125 |
| __ Great BlueHeron...$250 |
Check or Credit Card | — BadEagle.$500 |
__Whooping Crane...$1,000 I
__Visa __ AmEx Cad# I __ Other I
__Mastercard __ Discover Expiration Security Code !_ ___________ _!




